Conceptual Change SIG Newsletter
No 1 – April 2008
Dear members of the EARLI-SIG on Conceptual Change,

Now that we both have submitted our contributions for the CC-SIG meeting in Turku this summer, we have finally found time to realise an idea that already was conceived in Budapest. It is with great pleasure that we present to you a new initiative within our community: the SIG Newsletter.

We see this Newsletter as a means to keep each other informed about activities and events of interest, to facilitate communication among SIG members, and in a more general fashion, to strengthen our SIG community. Newsletters will be distributed to all SIG members, and will also be published on our page on the EARLI website. 
It is our intention to publish (at least) two Newsletters per year – a Spring issue and an Autumn issue. However, this depends heavily on your collaboration: We look forward to receiving your feedback on this new initiative, but also to your own material, ideas, and suggestions (see the ‘Call for contributions’ section). 
Highlights in the current Newsletter are of course the next SIG meeting in Turku, and the forthcoming International Handbook of Research on Conceptual Change. 

We hope that you enjoy reading the Newsletter, and we look forward to meeting you all in Turku!
Best regards

Xenia and Wim

xenva@phs.uoa.gr
wim.vandooren@ped.kuleuven.be
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Conferences and meetings

About the 6th Conceptual Change SIG Meeting
After some temporary setbacks, the sixth biannual meeting of our SIG is planned to take place in August 23rd - 25th, 2008, in Turku, Finland.

We are very grateful to Erno, Kaarina and the whole group in Turku for their willingness to take up the organization of the meeting and make all necessary arrangements in a very limited time.
You are cordially invited to attend the 6th International Conference on Conceptual Change. Please note that the deadline for submitting your proposals is April 15, 2008.
The invited keynote speakers to the conference are Michelene Chi, Ola Halldén, Lucia Mason, Gale Sinatra, and Stella Vosniadou. 
More information can be found at http://www.otuk.utu.fi/konferenssit/cc2008/

11th International Conference on Motivation

For your information, the 11th International Conference on Motivation (ICM) will also be held in Turku August 21-23, 2008. The organizers plan to make the most of the common day of the two meetings by having a session on Motivation and Conceptual Change, where Gale Sinatra’s keynote speech will be followed by a panel discussion. The two SIGs will also have a joint social event on Friday evening, 22nd of August.

More information can be found at http://www.otuk.utu.fi/konferenssit/icm2008/ 

JURE (Junior Researchers of EARLI) meeting in Leuven

JURE 2008 will be held in Leuven, Belgium from the 8th to 11th of July. The theme for JURE 2008 is Innovative and Creative Perspectives: New Directions in Educational Research. The aim of JURE 2008 is to provide a space for all young researchers to focus on the innovative rather than the traditional aspects of their research projects.

For more information, take a look at http://www.earli-jure2008.org/ 

Back to table of contents
Cancellation of the SIG meeting in Buenos Aires
Originally, the plan was to organise the 6th Conceptual Change SIG Meeting in Buenos Aires, Argentine. In the Autumn of 2007, it became apparent that this meeting would have to be cancelled, and a group in Turku took over the organisation. Below is a short letter by Mario and Leonardo, giving some background on why they had to cancel the meeting. 

As most of you will probably know, during the past SIG meeting  in Stockolm (2006), we proposed to organize the next meeting in Buenos Aires. One of our goals was to try to improve contacts and get mutual enrichment between European and Latin-American researchers on the field of learning and instruction. 

Unfortunately, as we were making progress on the preparation of the meeting, it was becoming more and more difficult to get full support for it. One of the main difficulties raised by research agencies was precisely that the meeting  was “European” and not “Latin-American”. For this reason, we thought of organizing a meeting which would  have two meetings embedded (a European” and a Latin-American one). However, but this possibility implied efforts and support beyond our funding resources. On the other hand, we also had heard from some European researchers that coming to Buenos Aires for such a meeting was a little bit difficult because of the distance. 

All the factors finally produced that we decided to resign and not to organize this meeting which will be celebrated finally in Finland next August. Anyway, we think it is important to maintain the possibility of facilitate contacts among European and Latin-American  researchers on the field, and for this reason we are right now preparing a smaller international meeting on conceptual change which will be announced very soon (see also the next issue of this Newsletter). All of you who would be interested are very welcome to participate. 

Finally, we appreciate very much the efforts of the colleagues from Finland who are organizing the meeting next August and we are sure it will be a great success.

Mario Carretero. Universidad Autonoma de Madrid and FLACSO (Argentina).

Marcelo Leonardo Levitas. UBA and CONICET.
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New publications

The International Handbook of Research on Conceptual Change, edited by Stella Vosniadou,  is currently in press (estimated publication date: June, 2008). 
The International Handbook of Research on Conceptual Change consists of 27 chapters, authored by well-known scholars in the area of conceptual change research.

This volume was initially to be co-edited by Giyoo Hatano. After his untimely death in January 2006, all contributors to the volume agreed that it should be dedicated to his memory. 
Click here for more information on the Handbook. For those want to peek already into the table of contents, we have put it as an Appendix to the Newsletter. 
SIG business
As SIG coordinators, we want to establish a true community of conceptual change researchers. One way to do this is involve the membership as much as possible in the SIG policy. This section of the newsletter will serve that purpose. You will find here the latest policy news, we will raise ideas related to the SIG and ask your feedback. Feel free to react on these ideas, or to raise new issues that you would like to see discussed. 

SIG member list
In order to stimulate communication among members, we feel that it would good to make the current SIG members’ list (names, institutions, and email addresses) available to all members. Of course, we need your consent on this. Please, let us know if you do not wish your name and e-mail address to be made available. Any ideas on how to share this member list is also welcome. 
Additional SIG session at EARLI 2009
The local program committee of the 2009 EARLI conference has raised the idea to add at the last day of the conference a special SIG-oriented session, where the experiences from SIG members and interested non members can be discussed: new perspectives on future research (interesting observations from other fields, might contribute to further development of the sig-related studies), theoretically, methodologically and practically. 

It is meant to be an open but moderated discussion, with old and new members, prepared by two or more pre-appointed discussants, who start off by sharing their experiences and insights.

The session is initiated by two or more pre-appointed discussants. While they have visited poster and paper sessions, they have gathered information about central points of discussion, focusing on issues from overlap and combining papers and posters, but also on interesting new trends within or outside the SIG-domain. These discussant(s) make(s) brief introductory remarks before engaging in ad hoc give-and-take.

We carefully reacted positively to this idea, saying that we would propose it to the members before agreeing definitively to participate. Therefore, we look forward to receiving your reactions on this proposal, and of course to volunteers to act as discussants or as chair/moderator.   

Policy meeting in Turku
At the SIG meeting in Turku, we plan to have a policy meeting to discuss various issues. Below, you can find already a provisional agenda. If you wish to add any new agenda points, or want to share your thoughts on any of the agenda points already (e.g., if you are unable to come to Turku), you can always contact us.
Provisional agenda:

· EARLI biennial conference (August 25-29 Amsterdam):
· Ideas for topics and speakers at the SIG invited symposium

· Volunteers to lead the extra SIG session

· Next CC-SIG meeting (2010)

· Location, preferred dates

· Conference theme, suggested keynotes

· Call for candidates for the next SIG coordinator

· Plans for forthcoming SIG publications
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Call for contributions to the Newsletter

We invite you to support this new initiative, and to send us any feedback on this newsletter. Also, submissions for the next SIG Newsletter (which will appear somewhere in the beginning of November) is more than welcome.

Please, send us any information you wish to share with the SIG members, such as 

· New publications (books, journal articles) related to our SIG
· Other announcements (conferences, meetings, workshops etc)

· Calls for submissions to special issues, books etc.

· Job announcements, calls for collaboration that may be of interest to  SIG members

We are open to any new items in this newsletter. Any personal news (awards, honorary doctorates, change of position, …) can certainly be included. We are also looking for people who want to contribute with conference impressions. Who is volunteering to write a short impression of the Turku meeting?
Other ideas (retirements, marriages, children, grandchildren!) could be included in a “personal” section, and fanatic crossword or Sudoku editors are of course also welcome to submit their contributions ( 
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