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The emergence of creativity within and between individuals and its educational implications

This special issue aims to bring together the newest empirical studies on the (social) process
of creativity to facilitate scholarly discussions across research communities.

Guest editors:

e Dr. Honghong Bai (Radboud University, Nijmegen, the Netherlands)

e Dr. Kim van Broekhoven (Erasmus University, Rotterdam, the Netherlands)

e Dr. Mare van Hooijdonk (Radboud University, Nijmegen, the Netherlands)

e Prof. dr. Maciej Karwowski (Institute of Psychology, University of Wroclaw, Poland)

e Prof. dr. Roni Reiter-Palmon (Department of Psychology, University of Nebraska at Omaha)
e Prof. dr. Evelyn (Kroesbergen Radboud University Nijmegen, the Netherlands)

Special issue information:

Learning and Instruction is soliciting submissions for a special issue entitled “The
emergence of creativity within and between individuals and its educational implications”.

Overview

Worldwide, policy makers have recognized that creativity should be cultivated in education
to tackle increasingly complex problems such as climate change, the refugee crisis, and rising
inequality. Consequently, there is a broad call to foster students’ creativity in all levels of
education, ranging from kindergarten to higher education (Vincent-Lancrin et al., 2019).
Responding to this call, a variety of educational innovations, often in the form of ‘packed’
intervention programs, were designed and implemented in the field, as an endeavor to
include creativity in current educational programs (e.g., Bai et al., 2019; see for a recent
review on creativity interventions Alves-Oliveira et al., 2022 ). While being effective at a group
level, such structured programs cannot easily be adapted to individual student’s needs. In
fact, to enable educators to support children’s creative development, which often takes place
in a micro-scope of time and through social interactions, we should first equip teachers with
knowledge about how creativity actually emerges in these contexts. Only then, teachers have
a reference to render where their individual students are in that emerging process and upon
which they can set goals for students and tailor their instructions, to best support students’
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creative thinking. Thus, this special issue focuses on studies that investigate the process of
creativity, particularly shedding light on the moment-to-moment (social) dynamics within or
between individuals.

Aims and contributions

In literature a theoretical shift has taken place in conceptualizing creativity, from
understanding it predominantly as a stable psychological trait to considering it as a system
that involves constant interactions between individual traits and the physical and social
environment (Glaveanu, 2020; Kupers et al., 2019; van Dijk et al., 2019). Echoing this new
emphasis, researchers have empirically explored the dynamics and the situatedness of
creativity in various ways. An earlier line of studies addressed the process of creativity through
investigating the serial order effect of divergent thinking—a phenomenon that people tend
to first generate many mundane ideas quickly in a short time span and only gradually switch
to generating truly novel ideas in a later phase and at a slower tempo (Bai, Leseman, et al.,
2021; Bai, Mulder, et al., 2021; Beaty & Silvia, 2012; Gilhooly et al., 2007; Hass, 2017a, 2017b
; Wang et al., 2017). There were also attempts that analyzed primary students’ use of
divergent and convergent thinking while performing mathematical problems (e.g., De Vink
etal., 2022). These studies mostly focused on the general changing pattern of ideas or modes
of thinking over time and thus, cannot reveal how adjacent processes and ideas influences
each other at a moment-to-moment scale. In contrast, indeed some other studies have put
their emphasis on capturing the moment-to-moment dynamics of creativity, but usually in
team (or pair) settings instead of respecting individuals (Chiu, 2008; Edrejat et al., 2019;
Kupers & van Dijk, 2020; Zhao et al., 2022).

How does creativity emerge? Answering this question requires still much empirical work as
well as much scholarly discussion and collaboration for connecting and reconciling the study
findings. Thus, the primary goal of this special issue is to bring the newest empirical studies
on the (social) process of creativity together. This would ensure equal visibility of different
studies to researchers in this field and thus, set a solid ground for a broad and in-depth
discussion across different communities. In addition, we aim to also invite contributions in the
form of commentary articles for facilitating the discussion. Next, we also kindly urge all
empirical submissions to explicitly and critically reflect on the educational implications of their
research, in order to connect first-hand evidence to the educational practices.

This special issue is unique in its focus on the process of creativity especially the moment-to-
moment (social) dynamics, a field with a surge of research interests and attempts which are
yet to be synthesized. We welcome diverse contributions, whether a study focuses on
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individual students or on different scales of teams, which can range from the smallest team
set-up of dyads to larger team set-ups of a whole classrooms.

At present, we already have 8 contributions. We are seeking further contributions to
supplement the special issue from three aspects:

1. Variety regarding the objects of study: age of participants, educational levels and
environment, contexts of practice, cultural environments, fields of knowledge and
experience, social and cultural mediations.

2. Variety regarding the methods deployed for data collection and data analysis.

3. Variety in the countries of the institutional affiliations of authors.

Manuscript submission information:

As an international, multi-disciplinary,  peer-refereed  journal, Learning  and
Instruction provides a platform for the publication of the most advanced scientific research in
the areas of learning, development, instruction and teaching. This Open Call for a Special
Issue solicits high-quality proposals that will be evaluated in a highly competitive procedure.

We invite colleagues, especially from under-represented groups, to submit their manuscripts
any time before the deadline. For any inquiries about the appropriateness of contribution
topics, please contact dr. Honghong Bai (honghong.bai@ru.nl), dr. Kim van Broekhoven
(vanbroekhoven@essb.eur.nl), or dr. Mare van Hooijdonk (mare.vanhooijdonk@ru.nl).

The journal’s submission platform (Editorial Manager®) is now available for receiving
submissions to this Special Issue. Please refer to the Guide for Authors to prepare the
manuscript and select the article type ‘The emergence of creativity’ (To be finalized later)
when submitting your manuscript online. Both the Guide for Authors and the submission
portal can be found on the journal Homepage
here: https://www.elsevier.com/journals/learning-and-instruction/0959-4752/guide-for-
authors.

Interested authors are asked to submit:

1. the title of the submission,

2. a 100 - 250-word abstract for each submission, and

3. an extended summary of 600-1000 words, detailing the aims, methodology,
findings, and theoretical and educational significance of the research.
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4. (optional) we encourage each submission suggest a minimum of 3 reviewers for their
paper.

Abstracts will be reviewed, and selected authors will be invited to submit a full manuscript
for consideration for inclusion in the special issue.

Deadline for proposal submission (i.e., the extended summary): February 29, 2024

All submissions deemed suitable to be sent for peer review will be reviewed by at least two
independent reviewers. Once your manuscript is accepted, it will go into production, and will
be simultaneously published in the current regular issue and pulled into the online Special
Issue. Articles from this Special Issue will appear in different regular issues of the journal,
though they will be clearly marked and branded as Special Issue articles.

Here is an example: https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/science-of-the-total-
environment/special-issue/10SWS2W7VVV

What is a VSI (Virtual Special Issue):

Upon its editorial acceptance, articles submitted to a VS| will go into production immediately.
It will be published in the latest regular issue while simultaneously being presented on the
Special Issue webpage. The regular issues will mark and brand the Special Issue articles.

Keywords: creativity, emergence, process, (social) dynamics, situated, moment-to-moment
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